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Homecoming Week
At the MS/HS, special 

events took place 
in the week leading up 
to Homecoming. Each 
day, students dressed in 
class colors or in themed 
clothing. The Spirit Week 
themes were Class Color 
Day, Occupation Day, 
Holiday/Season Day, 
Hawaiian Day and School 
Spirit Day. On Friday, Oct. 
7, there was a pep rally in 
the gym, with the classes 
competing against each 
other in a hula hoop relay 
and dizzy bat race. On 
Friday evening, students 
participated in the annual 
Homecoming parade and 
float competition. Floats 
designed by students in 
grades 7-12 were featured, 
showcasing a biome theme, 
and the PTSA judged the 
competition and awarded 
prizes. The seniors won the 
float competition with their 
rain forest float. 

On Saturday, Oct. 8, 
student athletes took the 
stage, competing against 
Attica in boys and girls 
soccer games and Notre 
Dame in football. The 
Holley Varsity Boys’ Soccer 
team beat Attica 3-0 at 
the Woodlands, but the 
Varsity Girls’ Soccer team 
tied Attica, 0-0, in double 
overtime. The Varsity 
Football team beat Notre 
Dame, 3-0, scoring the 
game-winning field goal in 
overtime. 

Our District’s MissionW e, the students, parents, staff and community of the Holley Central School District, will work together to provide the opportunity and means for all students to acquire the skills, knowledge and attitudes to become responsible and productive citizens in a diverse and changing society. The ideal is to instill a passion for lifelong learning.



  Holley Dimension    November 2016

Holley Central School District2

Accepting Donations for 
Holley Days of Shopping Event 

As you clean out those closets, don’t throw away those new 
and gently used toys, books, games, puzzles, CDs, DVDs, 

video games, sports items, purses and jewelry suitable for 
children in grades Pre-K through 12. Instead, donate them 
to Holley Days of Shopping Event and drop them off at the 
Elementary Mental Health Office by Nov. 28. Please label them as 
“holiday donations.” The annual Holley Days of Shopping Event 
held on Dec. 1-2 allows Holley School District families to “shop” 
for holiday presents for their children. 

Please note: we are unable to accept clothing, household  
or baby items. 

Thank you for your support.

Financial Aid Night on Dec. 5
Holley MS/HS will host Financial Aid Night on  
Monday, Dec. 5 from 5-7 p.m. in the Auditorium. 

Superintendent’s Message:
Phase III Capital Project

Dear Holley Community, 

We continue to focus on Phase III (our final phase) 
of our district capital project. Once completed, the 

district will become the beneficiary of over $30 million of 
renovations and upgrades at zero cost to the taxpayers. Prior 
work on the project concentrated on the MS/HS, which was 
in dire need of renovation. As a result, we now have one of 
the most up-to-date, beautiful secondary school buildings in 
Western New York. Our Transportation Building is state-
of-the-art, and we continue to enjoy one of the area’s finest 
football stadiums that also includes an all-weather track.

In the final phase, it is important to turn our attention to 
some basic, but very important needs, such as our HVAC 
rooftop units, windows and doors at the Elementary 
School. The HVAC units provide our buildings with needed 
heating and cooling, but many of them have aged out of 
their efficiency and others are approaching that point. We 
plan on installing a new tennis court and replacing the 
existing tennis court with two outside basketball hoops, 
which would provide our physical education classes with 
an additional teaching station. This new use of our outdoor 

space would also enable the community to “shoot some 
hoops” during non-school use times. 

As was the case with prior phases, the district must 
adhere to protocols and procedures mandated by the NYS 
Education Department before any construction work can 
begin. During the summer of 2017, I anticipate that we will 
be fully engaged in completing the work identified for Phase 
III. Once completed, we will be able to take great pride in 
knowing that we have one of the finest school facilities in 
the area. This is a huge benefit for the school district and the 
community at large. I wish to thank the community for your 
support of this project and other district initiatives. You can 
always count on the school district, as one of the supporting 
pillars of this community, to be ever vigilant in our mission 
to provide our students with the best and safest schools. 
Thanks again for your support!

Robert C. D’Angelo
Superintendent of Schools

Holley Days of  
Shopping Event 

All parents/guardians of Holley Central School 
District students are invited to “shop” for their 

children for the holidays on Dec. 1-2. Each parent/
guardian will be able to choose a limited number of 
gifts for each of their children, free of charge. There 
are no income requirements for this event, but only 
one parent/guardian is able to shop for each child. 
This means that the second parent/guardian and other 
relatives cannot shop for the same child. No prior 
registration is needed, but we will be verifying they are 
Holley students at the event.

The event is held on Thursday, Dec. 1 from 11 a.m.-
7 p.m. and Friday, Dec. 2 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. in the 
Elementary School Primary Gym. Please report to the 
Elementary School Foyer first. Be prepared for long wait 
times and plan extra time in your schedule. There will 
be no babysitting service available, so please make other 
arrangements for your children.

If you have any questions, contact Erica Bailey,  
Elementary Social Worker, at 638-6391, extension 2558 or 
ebailey@holleycsd.org.

mailto:ebailey@holleycsd.org
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Hillabush Receives Scholarship

Senior Dylan Hillabush was offered a tuition-free 
scholarship to Niagara University, where he has been 

recruited to play baseball. Congratulations, Dylan!

College-Bound Seniors: 

•	Financial Aid Night
 Joe Bailey, Director of Financial Aid from Genesee 

Community College, will be conducting a presentation about 
the FAFSA on Dec. 5 from 5-7 p.m. Please make every effort 
to attend and bring your parents/guardians. The FAFSA is 
now open to submit your financial information online. Please 
register for an account at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Parents are to 
use their 2015 taxes in order to complete the information.  
Any questions, please contact FAFSA directly by calling 
1-800-433-3243. The TDD phone number for  
hearing-impaired individuals is 1-800-730-8913. 

 Now is the time to be applying to colleges and registering 
again for the ACT and/or SAT. Make sure application 
information is sent out in a timely manner. Your applications 
and FAFSA should be completed by Thanksgiving break.  
If you have questions, please see your counselor.

•	Scholarships!
 Please visit the “Scholarship Page” under the  

Counseling Department link on the district website  
(www.holleycsd.org/scholarships) if you would like further 
information on scholarship opportunities. Many colleges 
provide their own scholarships on their websites. Please 
visit the college websites for further information. If you have 
questions, please contact Kristina Tese.

The School Counselors conducted presentations with the 
seventh graders to discuss bullying and provided strategies to 
assist with bullying situations. Additional information is listed 
below for your reference. 

Your child may be a victim of bullying if he/she:
• Comes home from school with torn or dirty  

clothing, or damaged books
• Has cuts, bruises or scratches
• Has few, if any friends
• Seems afraid to go to school, complains
• Has nondescript illnesses
• Has trouble sleeping
• Loses interest in schoolwork
• Seems sad or depressed, moody
• Is anxious
• Has poor self-esteem
• Is quiet, sensitive or passive.

Your child may be bullying others if he/she:
• Teases, threatens or is physical with others
• Is hot-tempered or impulsive
• Has a hard time following rules
• Is aggressive toward adults
• Lacks sympathy for others
• Has been involved in antisocial behaviors,  

such as theft or vandalism
• Is quick to blame others.
The Mental Health Department would like to wish  
everyone a happy, healthy, and safe holiday break!

Holley Teachers Receive Tenure

On Sept. 19, there was a Teacher/Teacher Assistant Tenure 
Reception in the Board of Education (BOE) Conference 

Room. Seven teachers were granted tenure in the spring. They 
were recognized with this reception hosted by the Holley BOE 
and district administration prior to the regular board meeting. 
From left, Teachers Chris Grasta, Kellie Marciano, Michelle 
Hatfield, Hannah Bock, Teacher Assistant Corrinda Shepherd and 
Teacher Nick D’Amuro hold their certificates of tenure. Missing 
from photo: Teacher Assistant Lori Passarell. The Holley Teachers 
Association created the certificates and gave each recipient a pin.

Scholarships 
Elks National Foundation: Most Valuable Student Scholarship
This scholarship is for high school seniors, and they do not 
need to be associated with an Elk member. The SAT and ACT 
have to be taken prior to November. An essay is required 
about the student’s future plans and how they impact him/
her. Contact Kristina Tese for details or visit www.elks.org/
ENF/scholars/mvs.cfm. The deadline is Nov. 30, 2016.

Caption Scholarship
One, $500 award is given to the eligible student who is 
attending a college/university no later than fall 2017, 
has a GPA of 2.5 or greater, and is a resident of the 
United States. Application information is found at: www.
studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13572/odenza_caption_
scholarship_scholarship.php. Deadline is Nov. 30, 2016.

10 Words or Less Scholarship
One, $500 award is available to a student who is between the 
ages of 14-25 and will be attending school in the fall of 2017. 
High school students must be enrolled by Sept. 2017 to be 
considered eligible. Application information is found at www.
studentscholarships.org/scholarship/10258/10_words_or_
less_scholarship_scholarship.php. Deadline is Dec. 1, 2016.

COuNSELINg N e w s

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.holleycsd.org/scholarships
http://www.elks.org/ENF/scholars/mvs.cfm
http://www.elks.org/ENF/scholars/mvs.cfm
http://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13572/odenza_caption_scholarship_scholarship.php
http://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13572/odenza_caption_scholarship_scholarship.php
http://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13572/odenza_caption_scholarship_scholarship.php
http://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/10258/10_words_or_less_scholarship_scholarship.php
http://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/10258/10_words_or_less_scholarship_scholarship.php
http://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/10258/10_words_or_less_scholarship_scholarship.php
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The Holley Fire Department demonstrated to the Pre-K-3 
students at Holley Elementary School what to do in 

case of a fire. The students practiced stop, drop and roll; 
went through a simulated fire in a safety house; watched a 
fireman put on his protective gear; and learned about the 
different tools on the fire trucks. The firefighters didn’t want 
the children to be afraid of them in their full gear so they 
demonstrated what it sounds like talking through a mask 
and how hard it is to hear with the head gear on. 

Students from Holley Middle School/High School also 
participated in the fire prevention activities. Students 
in grades 6-12 are eligible to belong to the Youth Fire 
Group and they work with the Clarendon Fire Company, 
and Holley and Fancher Hulberton Murray (FHM) Fire 
Departments. Currently, 9 students in grades 7-12 belong 
to the group and several have joined the Clarendon and 
Holley Fire Departments. The students meet every other 
Monday at the Clarendon Fire Department and receive the 
same training, with some restrictions, as adult firefighters. 
They use turn-out gear donated by other fire departments. 
“There aren’t many youth groups like this across the 
country, but this group has been at Holley for four years,” 
said Clarendon Fire Assistant Chief Bob Freida.  
To join the Youth Fire Group, contact Chief Freida at 
cfcchief@rochester.rr.com or call (585) 764-6540.

Holley Cafeterias Host  
Fruit and Vegetable of the Month Invitation to 

Veterans Day 

Assembly

You are invited to  
the Veterans Day 

assembly on Thursday,  
Nov. 10 at 2 p.m.  

in the Intermediate 
Gym at Holley 

Elementary School. 

FIRE PREVENTION 
AT HOLLEy ELEMENTARy

As part of the Carol M. White 
Physical Education Program (PEP) 

grant requirements, Holley students are 
being educated about healthy fruits and 
vegetables. This learning extends to the 
cafeteria, where Food Service Director 
Vickie Scroger is hosting a fruit and 
vegetable of the month event throughout 
the year. Tuesdays in the cafeteria are 
“Taste it Tuesdays,” where students try 
a dish made with the featured fruit or 
vegetable of the month.

Students participated in a survey during 
their physical education classes to find 
out how many times they eat fruits 
and vegetables. At the end of the year, 
they will retake the survey as part of 

the PEP grant requirements. Educators 
are hoping for an increase in fruit 
and vegetable intake for each student 
through exposure to trying new fruit and 
vegetable dishes in the cafeteria during 
the year and listening to their physical 
education and classroom teachers 
promote the event monthly. 

To help support this effort at home, 
here is the list of fruits and vegetables 
featured each month:
• November: apples and squash
• December: oranges and broccoli
• January: pineapples and beans
• February: bananas and cabbages
• March: kiwis and salads
• April: strawberries and asparagus

mailto:cfcchief@rochester.rr.com
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A Rainbow of Colors Visible  
at Holley Elementary

Holley Elementary teachers are sporting colored t-shirts this year. Each 
grade level picked a different color for their shirts. For example, in the 

photo below, the sixth grade team wears red. The general education teachers 
and staff wear rainbow 
tie-dye t-shirts since 
they work with all grade 
levels. At Open House, 
all the colored t-shirts 
were visible. The faculty 
and staff will continue to 
wear their special t-shirts 
on designated days 
throughout the year. Keep 
your eyes open for another 
opportunity to view the 
“rainbow” at Holley 
Elementary!

Winged guest 
Visits Fourth 
Graders

The fourth grade students began 
a science unit on Birds and Their 

Adaptations in October. Teacher Karin 
Richards brought in her Blue and Gold 
Macaw, Abby, to provide information 
on this species of bird. Students learned 
basic bird vocabulary and had a chance 
to examine Abby and ask questions.

Pre-K Hosts 
Grandparents Day

Amie Callen’s Pre-K class celebrated 
Grandparents’ Day on Sept. 30 by inviting 

the students’ grandparents to a tea of juice and 
cookies in the Elementary School Café. Callen 
and teaching assistant Lori Passarell taught the 
children songs and dances that they performed 
for the grandparents. The grandparents sang and 
danced to one of the songs their grandchildren 
taught them. The children presented keepsakes 
to their grandparents, which included a photo, a 
bookmark with their footprint on it, and a card 
with their handprint on it. The celebration helped 
the children complete their classroom unit on 
families.  
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Student Insight Into Humanities Class
by Lexi Milazzo, Julianna Drewry and Katharina Reisenbauer, Humanities Students

Humanities class is a place where you can be yourself and express your opinion 
in a safe environment. Humanities isn’t like any other class; it’s different and 

creative. Everyone can express themselves in their own way. We take a lot of fieldtrips 
to view how the world was in different time periods. Mike Crissman and Suzanne 
Lepkowski teach this class, which includes 19 students. 

The first project we did was to explain and express our view on the world today. A 
lot of projects were about the struggles we face as we progress in life. Many of them 
were also about the happy aspects of life. Trent Osborne’s project consisted of a globe 
that showed all the harmful things in every country on this planet. Lepkowski’s and 
Crissman’s projects included things that they enjoy, like religion and family. Another 
project we were assigned was to pick a quote from Susan B. Anthony that related to 
how we viewed the world. Kayla Thrower picked “No man is good enough to govern 
any woman without her consent,” and related it to modern day women’s issues like 
rape and abortion. Julianna Drewry selected “I don’t want to die as long as I can 
work; the minute I cannot, I want to go.” She chose this quote because she thinks that 
if someone does not work, they aren’t helping to change the world; therefore, they are 
not contributing to society.

We also took fieldtrips to the Rochester Museum & Science Center (RMSC), and 
Genesee Country Village & Museum. At RMSC, our learning experiences were hands-
on, something we can’t always do in a school setting. We tried out a bicycle that 
conducts more electricity the faster we pedal. We also participated in the dinosaur 
fossil dig, which allowed us to experience how paleontologists work. At Genesee 
Country Village & Museum, it was also a hands-on learning experience because we 
experienced what life was really like in various time periods. We also met Satin, a 
beautiful cow! 

Overall, Humanities is a class that you’ll never forget or experience anywhere else. 
This class takes you out of your comfort zone, in a good way, and lets you try new 
things. We, as students, are glad to experience such an amazing class with amazing 
people, and we hope other students can experience this, too.

Holley High 
School Students 
Offered Trip to 
Costa Rica

Students in grades 9-12 for the  
2018-19 school year are eligible 

to register now to attend the Costa 
Rican Expedition planned for  
February 2019. Details on the  
nine-day trip can be found at  
www.eftours.com/1909733bj. For 
more information, contact Tammy 
Menzie at tmenzie@holleycsd.org.  

Spaghetti  
for Spain 
(Espaguetis para España)

 
Please join us at the 
Spaghetti for Spain 
fundraiser dinner

Nov. 17 from 5-7 p.m.  
MS/HS Dining Hall. 

This fundraiser helps students 
raise money for tips and 

excursions for their Spain trip in 
February 2017. Trip participants  
are selling tickets for $8 each for 
adults and $5 each for children  
age 10 and younger until Nov. 9.  
You may also purchase tickets by  
contacting Tammy Menzie at 
tmenzie@holleycsd.org. A limited 
number of meals will be available at 
the door on Nov. 17. It’s a convenient 
way to grab dinner between Parent/
Teacher Conferences and the 
National Honor Society Induction 
Ceremony the same evening, so 
please come out and support our 
students!

http://www.eftours.com/1909733bj
mailto:tmenzie@holleycsd.org
mailto:tmenzie@holleycsd.org
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eResources
by Lisa Osur, MS/HS Librarian

Did you know that, as a Holley community member, you 
have access to the great eResources that our students are 

using for their schoolwork? From history and literature to health 
and science, there are many sources of valuable, reliable and 
timely information at your fingertips. Simply access the MS/HS 
Library site through the district website (www.holleycsd.org) by 
selecting Schools | Middle School/High School | Library, then 
use the Databases page or the Library Catalog to access eBooks, 
newspapers, reference databases and so much more.

Review the full listing of eResources by opening the .pdf 
document that is listed under Related Files on the MS/HS 
Library homepage. Since these resources are purchased by our 
school library, the New York State Library and Monroe 2–Orleans 
BOCES, you will need a username and password when accessing 
them outside the school building. Most eResources use holley as 
both the username and password.

Holley Students 
Experience Green 
Screen Technology
by Lisa Osur, MS/HS Librarian

The Holley MS/HS Library has been borrowing a green 
screen kit from the Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES School 

Library System for the past couple of months, which has 
prompted students to think about where they would like to 
go someday. Students have been learning how green screens 
work, using the iPad and Do Ink app, and they have been 
very creative with their application of these skills (see photos 
below). Instructional Technology Specialist Sarah Misco and 
MS/HS Librarian 
Lisa Osur 
demonstrated 
curriculum 
connections using 
videos Holley 
teachers produced 
using the green 
screen. Science 
teacher Kristen 
Pelkey talked about the Arctic 
while standing with a polar bear, 
English teacher Mark Thomas 
reminded students about a 
fieldtrip to the movies while “in” 
the movie poster, and Current 
Events teacher Nick D’Amuro 
and his students produced a 
commercial about the class’ 
upcoming political debates.

Ozobots in the MS/HS 
Library
by Lisa Osur, MS/HS Librarian

What are Ozobots? They 
are tiny little robots 

that are programmed to 
follow colored paths. MS/HS 
students learned to code paths 
for the Ozobots to follow. If 
students coded the path as 
blue, red, green, the Ozobot 
turned right; if they coded 
blue, green, blue, the Ozobot 
sped up.

The MS/HS Library introduced two Ozobots to students on 
one of our first Maker Fridays of this school year. Students 
attend Maker Fridays during study halls or lunch and have an 
opportunity to think, question, design, collaborate and learn. 
Check out Ozobots at www.ozobot.com. 

School Board  
Recognition Week

New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo proclaimed 
School Board Recognition Week as Oct. 24-28, 2016. 

To quote Governor Cuomo’s proclamation, “the men and 
women serving as members of school boards are dedicated 
to children, learning, and community, and devote many 
hours of service to elementary and secondary public 
education as they continually strive for improvement, 
excellence, and progress in education”; this is an accurate 
description of the Holley Board of Education. Thank you 
to the members of the board for all you do to support the 
Holley community. At the October board meeting, the 
board members were recognized for their service.Brian 

Gay is 
climbing 
Mt. 
Everest.

Mackenzy Nenni is at the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris.

From left, Ricky Hodge, Mackenzy 
Nenni, Cody Tanis and Grant Moy 
at Maker Friday using Ozobots.

Holley board members are, front row, from left, Salvatore 
De Luca, Jr., John Heise and Mark Porter. Back row, from 
left, Melissa Ierlan, Anne Winkley, President Brenda Swanger 
and Vice Presiden Robin Silvis.

http://www.holleycsd.org
http://www.ozobot.com
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Holley Community 
Makes Strides Against 
Cancer
by Valarie Webb, MS/HS Math Teacher

Many Holley community members attended the Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Annual Walk on Oct. 16. 

A group of HCSD staff members walked together wearing 
their pink “Passion” shirts and raised $800. Other Holley staff 
members, students and parents walked in honor of Team Mia. 
We had a great turn-out for the walk. We were able to walk on a 
beautiful, sunny day in perfect temperatures. Donations can still 
be made online at the Making Strides of Rochester or American 
Cancer Society websites. Thanks to all who participated and 
supported us!

Front row, from left, Christine Langelotti and Valarie 
Webb. Back row, from left, Tara Bannister, Amie Callen, 
Meg Schubert, Kathy Monks, Holly Moore and Pam 
Coopenberg.

Sports Boosters News
Sports Boosters represents all 

sports at Holley Central School 
District. Sports Boosters is looking 
for new members. Meetings are held 
on the first Monday of the month 
in the MS/HS Library at 7 p.m., so 
please stop in to a meeting. We are 
looking for volunteers to help run 
concessions during sporting events. 
Visit us on Facebook to find out 
more information. 

On Oct. 8, Sports Boosters surprised long-time Booster Mike Sander with 
a dedication ceremony between the Homecoming Girls’ and Boys’ Varsity 
Soccer games. The main soccer field is now called “Sander Field at the 
Woodlands” in his honor. Sander has volunteered with Sports Boosters for 30 
years, guiding the creation of the Woodlands soccer facility in 1988 and lights 
installation in 1992 so evening games could be played at Holley. Thank you, 
Mike, for all your years of dedication to the Holley sports program!

P T S A N e w s
PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education, 

Labels for Education and Tyson’s A+ labels. 
Please send them in with your student or drop 
them off in the collection containers in the 
Elementary School Foyer. 

PTSA is looking for volunteers for the 
Scholastic Bookfair on Nov. 14-22 in the 
Elementary Library from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 
with evening hours on Nov. 21-22. PTSA is 
also looking for volunteers for the Holiday Gift 
Gallery on Dec. 2-9. If interested, please contact 
Jennifer Morgan at jmorgan@holleycsd.org.

The PTSA Halloween Party  
for Pre-K-grade students 
was a success! Families 
enjoyed dressing up and 
participating in “spooky” 
activities in the Elementary 
Café on Oct. 14. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences
ReminDeR

Thursday, Nov. 17 3-6 p.m. MS/HS
Monday, Nov. 21 3:30-6:30 p.m. ES
Tuesday, Nov. 22 12:30-3:30 p.m. ES 

There will be early dismissal at 11:30 a.m. from the ES on Nov. 22 to 
accommodate the parent/teacher conference times.

At the MS/HS, we will have scheduled conferences from 3-4:30 p.m. and 
drop-in conferences from 4:30-6 p.m. To schedule a conference, please 
contact Penny Cole at 638-6335, ext. 5510. Parents will receive a letter from 
the Counseling Office if a teacher wants to schedule a conference with them.

https://www.facebook.com/HolleySportsBoosters
mailto:jmorgan@holleycsd.org
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RAC Visit Helps Juniors and Seniors 
Explore College Options

On Oct. 3, 13 area colleges hosted information booths in the gym at Holley MS/
HS. Juniors and seniors were invited to speak with college representatives 

to learn more about academic programs and the application process, and obtain 
answers to any questions they may have about the college experience. The Rochester 
Area Colleges (RAC) sponsored the visit to Holley. This is the sixth year Holley has 
participated in the program. The following schools were represented at the event:

• Alfred State College
• Alfred University
• Finger Lakes Community College
• Genesee Community College
• Houghton College
• Keuka College
• Monroe Community College
• Nazareth College
• Roberts Wesleyan College
• Rochester Institute of Technology
• St. John Fisher College
• The College at Brockport
• University of Rochester

geometry in Construction Curriculum Brought to Life
by Leslie Tanner, BOCES 2 STEM Coach

Holley Central School District is 
committed to connecting academic 

curriculum and real-world experiences. 
By offering a new course called Geometry 
in Construction this year, teachers Tim 
Rogers and Russ Albright are facilitating 
learning that connects the building trades 
with Common Core Geometry. As part 
of the curriculum, 13 Holley high school 
students are building the shell of a small 
home for Second Wind Cottages in 
Newfield, NY. Second Wind Cottages is a 
rescue mission that helps homeless men 
rebuild their lives by providing them with 
one-man shelters. 

On Sept. 30, the class visited Second Wind 
Cottages. They met Project Manager 
Chuck Neuman and received a project 
overview. Students visited a house that 
is completed and another that was still in 
the building stages. They asked questions 
and received building pointers from 
Neuman to make the build easier. One 
student noticed that one of the interior 
walls had less than optimal stability, and 
Neuman made suggestions on how to 
resolve this problem in future cottages. 

Members of the Second Wind Cottages 
community spoke briefly with the 
students.  

During the school year, students 
will continue to learn Common Core 
Geometry in preparation for the Geometry 
Regents exam in June 2017. Students 
will also be building walls and trusses 
that will be transported to Second Wind 
Cottages in the spring. This integration 
of construction and technology will help 
them see geometry as a relevant real-
world skill that can help them serve their 
community. “I am very excited about 
this class and this project,” said Principal 

Susan Cory. “I think that it gives purpose 
to the math that they are learning. The 
teachers leading the class have both math 
and construction experience and are 
passionate about the subject and project. 
Giving students a community connection, 
the opportunity to see the fruits of their 
labor and the impact it has on the people 
who live in the cottages, is the ultimate 
in real-world application. I hope that 
they take what they are learning and 
someday use it to continue to give to their 
community.”

This new approach to learning core 
curriculum brings authenticity to the 
experience, and exposes students to 
careers that have an average salary of 
$47,700 per year, according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. The Finger Lakes 
Economic Development Council has 
identified a need for workers with this 
skill set in Western New York.

If you have experience in the building 
trades or would like to donate toward 
this project, please contact Russ Albright 
(ralbright@holleycsd.org) or Tim Rogers 
(trogers@holleycsd.org).

The Holley Alternative High 
School students are once again 

looking forward to one of the social 
components of the program: hosting 
the annual Thanksgiving dinner, 
prepared in conjunction with Food 
Service Director Vickie Scroger and 
her cafeteria staff. This year, the dinner 
will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 
10:30 a.m. The students invite their 
family members to join them for this 
meal. The students will showcase their 
skills in assisting with the preparation 
of the main course, desserts, table 
setup, and clean up. This annual 
dinner has proven to be a fun and 
delicious event for all!

Holley Alternative High School

by Stephanie Sanchez, Director of 
Special Programs

mailto:ralbright@holleycsd.org
mailto:trogers@holleycsd.org
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Drechsel gains World View After Year Spent in Europe
Holley senior Claudia Drechsel spent her 

junior year in Austria as part of a Rotary 
Club Exchange Program. She left Holley 
in August 2015 and returned in June 2016. 
She was hosted by two different families in 
Austria, for about five-and-one-half months 
each. Her first host family had four children 
and was very close with their extended family, 
so they adopted Drechsel as if she was just 

another one of their children. They made her feel very welcome. 
Her second host family had one son, who was on an exchange 
program in Florida during Drechsel’s stay. This family spoke 
mostly Spanish, not German, since the mother was from Ecuador. 
Drechsel really enjoyed the chance to experience this dual culture. 
“I improved my language skills in German and Spanish,” said 
Drechsel. “I also learned a lot about food in both cultures and I 
enjoyed learning new dishes.”

The school that Drechsel attended in Austria was focused on 
tourism, so she learned a lot of culinary skills, as well as how to 
set a table and serve people. Many classes were full of students 
from the Czech Republic, so she learned about their culture, too. 
She was able to earn academic credits to apply to her high school 
degree in America. 

The Holley Rotary Club sponsored Drechsel’s trip and she 
received a monthly stipend through the program. She is the 
first student from Holley to participate in a foreign exchange 
program through the Rotary Club in over a decade. Fellow Holley 
student Nina DiLella is currently participating in the Rotary 
Club exchange program in Hungary. As part of Drechsel’s Rotary 
Club responsibilities, she attended meetings in Austria twice 
each month. At these meetings, she met five other Rotary Club 
students who were on exchange in Austria, too. They attended 
language camp together. While English was the common 
language the students all shared at the beginning of the year, 
German was the common language by the end of the year. 

The Rotary Club in Austria is made up of two districts and they 
combined to attend many activities together. The Rotary Club 
students went on many trips, including attending a hockey 
game in the Czech Republic, touring a beer factory in Austria 
and taking a five-day tour across Europe. “There were many 
different nationalities in the Rotary Club, so I learned a lot about 
everywhere,” said Drechsel. “I was able to participate in many 

activities through the Rotary Club, more than any one host 
family could have provided.” She attended the District Rotary 
Conference, where students hosted demonstrations about each 
culture, and she met the World President of Rotary. 

While there were certain parts of Europe that Drechsel wasn’t able 
to visit because of safety concerns, she wasn’t worried about her 
personal safety. “I would say that the concerns about attacks are 
the same level of risk I would be at for a school shooting in the 
States,” said Drechsel. “Parenting is freer in Europe, too; you just 
tell your family where you’re going, and everyone uses public 
transportation to get around.” 

When asked what she gained from the international experience, 
Drechsel cited better language skills, a sense of worldliness, and 
more knowledge about culture and politics. “I have a better sense 
of what’s going on in the world and a deeper understanding,” 
she said. “I can see both sides of the issues now.” She tries to stay 
informed and follows foreign news more now that she can read 
German. She was exposed to the refugee crisis in her town in 
Austria and helped teach refugees English. She learned German 
alongside them and cooked with them. “I learned not to be fearful 
of people who are different from me,” she said. “The experience 
of working with them changed my opinion. Because teaching 
others is part of being a Rotarian, I was lucky to see the positive 
things, such as their willingness to give everything up in their 
home country to seek a better life in another country and absorb 
the new culture.” 

One of Drechsel’s friends from Austria came to stay with her this 
summer in the U.S. “I would love to go back and visit my host 
families and friends again,” Drechsel said. “I know it won’t be the 
same experience if I go back, but my time there was unforgettable. 
Everyone should experience that. I tell students to go for it if 
they’re interested in participating in foreign exchange. It helps 
develop you as a person.” Drechsel recommends participating 
at age 16 or older and suggests going in 11th grade or after 
graduating high school. The exchange program has inspired her 
to change her future plans a bit. While she still plans on obtaining 
an Agriculture Business degree, she wants to use her degree on 
an international level. “I saw the wider impact that farming has 
in Austria, where I stayed in the wine region,” she said. “Now I 
want to see the world.”

To learn more about Drechsel’s trip, visit her blog: 
 https://myadventuretoaustria.wordpress.com/. 

First Day of School Photo 
Receives Award from NYSPRA
A photo of the first day of school in 2015 received the Honor award in the 

Photography category of the 37th Annual NY School Public Relations 
Association (NYSPRA) Communications Awards. BOCES 2 Communication 
Specialist Beth Nash took the photo at right and submitted it to the contest because 
it showed a rare moment of quiet excitement as the girls walked down the freshly 
renovated hallway. The award-winning entries were displayed at the NYS School 
Boards Association Convention in Buffalo on Oct. 28.

https://myadventuretoaustria.wordpress.com/
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Holley Elementary  
Student Council
The Elementary Student Council has begun their meetings for 

the year. They are responsible for meeting at least monthly 
afterschool to decide on school matters, such as fundraising, and 
represent their classrooms from grades 4-6. The bookstore helps 
fund Student Council activities. This year, the Student Council will 
focus on fundraising for the After School Friends program, since 
the grant that funds the program will end this year. Many students 
participate in this program and they would like to see it continue.

Front row, from left, Owen Schultz; William Kruger; Allison Merle; 
Katelyn Randall, president; Maggie Skehan, vice president; 
Teanna Church; Natalie Foose; Jailyn Bishop; Brenden Sargent 
and Elijah Lang. Back row, from left, Andrew Thomas, Gabriel 
Lindsay, Sarah Kelly, Frank Golisano, Erin DeFrank, Joe Silpoch, 
Gavin Baney, Nick Figura, Cavan Bennage and Nicole Millis.

Holley Central Schools recognizes Students of the Month 
in grades K-12. Elementary students are nominated 

from each classroom, and middle and high school students 
are nominated in each subject area, all on a monthly basis. 
Each student receives a certificate with their photo on it 
and the nomination from their teacher written on it. The 
certificates are also displayed in the glass display case outside 
the MS/HS Library and then filed in a binder in the MS/
HS Main Office. Pictures of the elementary students are 
displayed in the hallway near the Elementary Library and 
archived in a binder in the library.

Once each month, select students of the month from grades 
K-12 have breakfast together with the principals in the 
Elementary Café or MS/HS Dining Hall (location rotates 
monthly). Breakfast is supplied by Food Service Director 
Vickie Scroger and her cafeteria staff. 

Congratulations to the following students who were 
recognized as students of the month for September: 
Carsyn Mogle, Sophia McCormack, Carter Jasinski, Amaya 
Blosenhauer-Whitlatch, Hailey Woodrow, Veronica Flow, 
Layla Kingdollar, Mia Thom, Liam Jenks, Lon Odle, Braden 
Read, Layla Jones, Alexis Salamone, Alivia Wolf, Owen 
Schultz, Allison Merle, Leigha Walker, Ryleigh Weader, 
Jaxson Schicker, Hunter Kennedy, Timothy Warney, Lauren 
Brooks, Brandyn Snell, Cora Bennage, Deanna Schubmehl, 
Roberto Torres, Alexandra Mendoza, Johnathan Schultz, 
Katelynn Lipton, Damyan Famoly, Jeffrey Van Orden, 
Aliesha Wright and Makenzie Ferranti.

Students of the Month 
for September

Twenty-seven sixth-grade students serve on the Elementary 
School’s safety patrol. Pictured in front row, from left, Catalina 
Solis, Ava Quincey, Sara Kingdollar, Elise Quincey, Brandyn Snell, 
Andrew Thomas, Morgan Blosenhauer, Matthew Barlow, Jessie 
Patterson, Cameron Walker and Ryan Frank. Back row, from 
left, Antonyo Geska, Emma Downey, Harriet Rose Emery, Sophia 
Figura, Lydia Sprague, Kameron Walch, Anthony Snell, Frank 
Golisano, Angeline Rosario, Tia Hoffarth, Erin DeFrank, Sarah Kelly, 
Reese Worrock, Makalya Eldridge, Elizabeth Clark and Brooke 
Cairns. Missing from photo: Lily Bartlett and Chris Lyndaker.

Sixth-grade Safety Patrol
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Superintendent of Schools

Robert C. D'Angelo

Board of Education

Brenda Swanger, President
Robin Silvis, Vice President
Salvatore De Luca, Jr.
John Heise
Melissa Ierlan
Mark Porter
Anne Winkley

Holley Dimension is produced with the 
assistance of the Communication and 
Technology Services (CaTS) Department 
at Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES.

Editor: Beth Nash, 585-349-9028 
 bnash@monroe2boces.org

Layout & Design: Lisa Constantine

November 2016
1  Biggest Winner Meeting, ES Café 6:30-8 p.m.
2  HS Dessert Concert, MS/HS Foyer/Gym 6:30 p.m.
3  MS/HS Picture Retake Day 
5  SAT
7  Winter Sports begin
  Sports Boosters, HS Library 7 p.m.
8  No School for Students, Staff Development Day
9  PTSA meeting, ES Rm. 49 5 p.m. 
10  Veterans Day Assembly, ES Intermed. Gym 2 p.m.
 First Marking Period Ends
11 No School, Veterans Day 
14-22  PTSA Scholastic Book Fair, ES
17  MS/HS Parent/Teacher Conferences 3-6 p.m.
 Spaghetti for Spain Fundraiser, HS Dining Hall 5-7 p.m.
  National Honor Society Induction Ceremony,  
 MS/HS Aud. 7 p.m.
18  MS/HS Report Cards Sent Home
  ES Picture Retake Day
21  ES Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:30-6:30 p.m.
  Board of Education meeting 6 p.m. 
22  Early Dismissal for ES Students 11:30 a.m.
  ES Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:30-3:30 p.m.
23-25  No School, Thanksgiving Recess

Students Take a Trip to the Farm
by Sue Thornton, First Grade Teacher

On Oct. 5, first grade students in Sue Thornton’s and Denise 
Johnstone’s classes and fourth grade students in Karin Richards’ 

class went on a joint field trip to a local farm owned by fellow fourth 
grade teacher Lynn Vendetti’s family. The first graders were paired 
with fourth graders for this trip. Vendetti Farms is a fourth-generation 
farm. Students learned about plants. They picked Indian corn and 
learned about the various colors it grows in. Students also picked a 
variety of sweet peppers, Everlasting strawberries (which grow in the 
fall and are just as sweet and delicious as what we eat in the spring), 
cherry/grape tomatoes, and pumpkins. We concluded our trip by 
drinking delicious juice and eating donuts. To thank Mrs. Vendetti, 
the first grade class wrote thank you letters and presented her with a 
memory book of what their favorite parts of the farm were and what 
they liked best. A fun day was had by all!
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